
IMPACT 
October 2017 Vol. 46 NO. 10                       Monthly 

In This Issue  
    Calendar of Events…………...…………………….….….....Pg. 2 
     Members in the News………….....…………………...…....Pg. 2 
     Ribbon Cuttings………………………………………………Pg. 6 
     New Members……….…………………………………………Pg. 12 
     Business Card Exchange………………………………......Pg. 13 
     Women in Business………...…...………...………..............Pg. 13 

GPCC  
Mission Statement 

 

Act as A Unified Voice of Business 
Dedicated to the Prosperity of all  

Commerce 
Leading to the Enhancement of  

the Quality of Life in our region and surrounding areas.  

State Senator Mario M. Scavello 
40th Senatorial District, Northampton & Monroe Counties 
 
With the recent passage of House Bill 1285, Pennsylvanians will have the opportunity this fall to vote on a meas-
ure to eliminate residential school property taxes through the homestead exemption.  
 
This November, voters will consider a constitutional amendment to expand the Commonwealth’s existing home-
stead exemption program to cover 100% of the assessed value of an owner-occupied residence.  
 
The exact language of the ballot question will read as follows: 
 

Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended to permit the General Assembly to enact legislation au-
thorizing local taxing authorities to exclude from taxation up to 100 percent of the assessed value of each 
homestead property within a local taxing jurisdiction, rather than limit the exclusion to one-half of the me-
dian assessed value of all homestead property, which is the existing law?  

 
Voting “yes” on this provision is the first step toward residential school property tax elimination on owner-occupied 
properties. While this does not remove school property taxes from commercial properties or second homes, it is the 
first step to rescue seniors and families struggling to stay in their homes. 
 
I encourage all of my constituents to support this change to our state constitution. Should the measure pass, we 
will be able to follow up with legislation to provide the revenue necessary to eliminate school property taxes on pri-
mary homes.  
 
I remain a steadfast supporter of Senate Bill 76, the Property Tax Independence Act, and this is not a measure de-
signed to stop full school property tax elimination. Expanding the existing homestead exemption program to pro-
vide residential school property tax elimination is the first “bite at the apple” in tackling the larger property tax 
beast. 
 
Please vote “yes” this November to finally give homeowners freedom from the oppressive school property tax.  
 
If you have any further questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 610-863-1200 or  
mscavello@pasen.gov.  
 

     Pennsylvanians to Vote on School Property Tax Exemption 
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 October 2017  
                   Calendar of Events 
     
October 2.………...Business Card Exchange 
                                 5:30 p.m. – Grace Park Seniors Living 
                                 Well - Stroudsburg  
October 6…..…..….Government Relations/Public Policy  
                                  Committee 
                                  8:00 a.m. - Stroud Township Bldg. - 
                                  Stroudsburg 
October 10…….…..Women In Business Luncheon 
                                  Noon – Pocono Brewery Company -  
                                  Scotrun 
October 11….....….Economic Development/ 
                                  Transportation Committee 
                                  8:00 a.m.-  GPCC 
October 11……..….Education Committee  
                                  11:00 a.m.-  PA CareerLink 
October 18……..….Digital Strategies Committee  
                                  10:00 a.m.-  GPCC 
October 24…….......Board of Directors  
                                  8:30 a.m.-  ESU’s Innovation Center  
                                  East Stroudsburg 
October 24………...Health & Wellness Committee  
                                 10:00 a.m.-  GPCC 
October 26………...Women in Business Committee  
                                  8:30 a.m.-  GPCC 
                  

Members in the News 
  
 
Dr. Precie A. Schroyer Named Associate Dean of 
NCC Monroe 

 
Dr. Precie A. Schroyer has been 
promoted from associate profes-
sor of English to Associate Dean 
of Northampton Community Col-
lege’s (NCC) Monroe Campus. 
 
As a faculty member, she has 
been actively engaged in the 
NCC community. Schroyer 
served as the coordinator of NCC 
Monroe’s Honors Program, co-
chair of the Technology-
Enhanced Instruction Task 
Force, a team leader on the 
PRESS for Completion Walmart/
Achieving the Dream Grant, and 
was the faculty development fel-
low for the Center for Teaching 
and Learning.  

 
Schroyer earned a bachelor’s degree in English with a mi-
nor in philosophy (cum laude) and master’s degree in Eng-
lish from Villanova University. She received her Ph.D. in 
English from Lehigh University. 
 
 
Blue Mountain Health System and St. Luke’s Univer-
sity Health Network Announce Merger 

 

Blue Mountain Health System, a health network consist-
ing of two community-based hospitals in Lehighton and 
Palmerton, Carbon County, and St. Luke’s University 
Health Network, a regional health network with seven 
hospitals and more than 270 outpatient sites serving 10 
counties in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, today an-
nounced plans for Blue Mountain Health System to join St. 
Luke’s University Health Network. 
 
The terms of the transaction will allow the combined 
health network to continue its relentless focus on quality 
and to enhance the level of health care services, develop 
new programs and service opportunities and increase ac-
cess to physician specialists in the Carbon County region, 
while maintaining its not-for-profit status. 
 
  “Choosing the right partner that shared our mission and 
commitment to quality care was a priority,” said Andrew 
E. Harris, president and CEO of the Blue Mountain 
Health System. “We now have an incredible opportunity to 
raise the level of healthcare in Carbon and neighboring 
counties and provide residents with even greater access to 
care.” 
 
The agreement between Blue Mountain Health System 

Dr. Precie A. Schroyer 
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and St. Luke’s University Health Network has been unani-
mously approved by the Boards of Trustees of both organi-
zations after a competitive selection process. 
 
Steven Serfass, chairman of the Blue Mountain Health 
System's Board of Trustees states, "This affiliation agree-
ment was made with the best interests of our community 
and our employees in mind. We wanted to ensure that the 
residents of Carbon and neighboring counties would con-
tinue to receive the highest quality, most cost-effective 
health care now and for years to come. St. Luke's long his-
tory of these qualities made it the ideal partner." 
 
St. Luke’s University Health Network CEO and President 
Richard A. Anderson added, “Health care is a local issue 
and, as such, health care services should be easily accessi-
ble to the community. Over the years, St. Luke’s has 
achieved a longstanding, highly successful record of work-
ing collaboratively and forming successful partnerships 
with community hospitals that have joined our network. 
We have extended our nationally recognized quality pro-
grams to those locations. Our partnerships with commu-
nity hospitals in Allentown, Quakertown and Coaldale, 
Pa., and in Phillipsburg, NJ, exemplify the benefits that 
come to a community through the type of relationship we 
have planned with Blue Mountain.” 
 
The transaction is subject to certain conditions, including 
review and approval by various federal and Pennsylvania 
regulatory agencies. The transaction is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of the year. 
 
 
THE SALVATION ARMY HOSTS ANNUAL HARVEST 
FESTIVAL & AUCTION FUNDRAISER BENEFITING 
MONROE COUNTY PROGRAMS 
 
The Salvation Army East Stroudsburg, Corps.  and The 
Farda Family are pleased to be honoring Maryanne 
Heeter, a trusted and beloved community servant for over 
40 years, with The Ann & Joseph Farda Community Ser-
vice Award at its annual Harvest Festival & Auction at 
Stroudsmoor Country Inn, Ridgecrest on Thursday, Octo-
ber 12 starting at 5:30 pm. Event tickets are $65 per per-
son. Major James Gingrich, spokesperson for The Salva-
tion Army, said, “This joyous event is critical to support 
our local programs, providing comprehensive assistance 
with meals, food baskets and shelter to thousands of 
County residents.” 
 
Live and silent auction items for the event include vacation get
-a-ways, restaurant and adventure gift certificates, amazing 
gift baskets, Pocono YMCA year membership, valuable gold 
coins, golf foursomes, and much more. Gingrich continues, “It 
is the mission of The Salvation Army in Monroe County to 
preserve human dignity while empowering people to reach 
their potential through honoring heritage, strengthening fam-
ily values and meeting human needs. In these tough economic 
times, when thousands of neighbors are finding it hard to feed 
their families, the need for our services is under even greater 
pressure.” 
 

Last year The Salvation Army East Stroudsburg Corps. 
provided 58,500 hot meals, 17,237 food baskets, and 9,051 
nights of shelter to Monroe County Residents. The Toys for 
Joy, Toys for Tots and Angle Tree gift donations provided 
24,529 Christmas items to children and ongoing, The Sal-
vation Army feeds approximately 250 Monroe County 
families monthly. This year, the East Stroudsburg Corps is 
expected to provide more than 60,000 hot meals to hungry 
men, women and children in Monroe County and provide 
grants for rent, utility assistance, medicine and food for 
more than 10,000 families in desperate need. 
 
Reservations for the Harvest Festival can be made by call-
ing 570-421-3050. The silent auction will begin at 5:30 pm 
with the live auction at 7:30 pm. A passed and seated, 
Hors D’oeuvres Reception, with carving station, will be 
served from 5:30 pm to 7:15 pm, followed by seated coffee 
and dessert and the award presentation to Maryanne 
Heeter. Gingrich concludes, “We are still accepting auction 
items and ads for our program and welcome the commu-
nity to join us for a very good cause. We anticipate that as 
long as the economy is uncertain and people are out of 
work, our numbers will continue to be on the rise. By at-
tending this event you will be helping us continue to ser-
vice those in the most need in our community.” 
 
 
Coccodrilli Joins Better Homes and Gardens Wil-
kins Real Estate Office 

 
William “Bill” Schutte, Execu-
tive V.P. announced the hir-
ing of Richard J. Coccodrilli, 
Jr., Realtor to the Better 
Homes and Gardens Real 
Estate Wilkins & Associates 
Sales Team. 
 
Coccodrilli, a native of the 
northern Poconos, had 17 
years of corporate sales ex-
perience with Fortune 500 
companies before starting his 
own company.  In 2009 Coc-
codrilli became a licensed 
Pennsylvania Auctioneer.  
His Legacy Appraisal Service 

became Legacy Auction & Appraisal.  Coccodrilli obtained 
his PA Real Estate license in 2013, and with his partner, 
Susan Lang, now runs Legacy Auction & Realty.  Coc-
codrilli is also federally licensed to sell firearms.   
 
Said Coccodrilli, “The key to the success of Legacy Auction 
& Realty is that we offer our real estate or personal prop-
erty selling clients so many options for maximizing their 
return while minimizing their stress.  We’re one of the first 
if not the first Northeast Pennsylvania auction company to 
sell assets online, to globally market and webcast our 
seller’s events.  We also developed a business model 
whereby we owned a real estate company to traditionally 
list for those persons/properties who may not have been a 
good fit for auction, but still wanted to sell their business, 

NO. 10 

           Richard J. Coccodrilli 
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commercial property or home.”   
 
For three years, Thomas R. Wilkins, CEO of Better Homes 
and Gardens Real Estate, Wilkins & Associates, acted as 
Broker of Record for United Country, Legacy Auction & 
Realty. 
 
In 2015, Legacy Auction & Realty became a primary mem-
ber of the Wilkins organization through the Independent 
Family of Home Buying Services.  Recently, Coccodrilli 
thought it best to further his real estate career as a Real-
tor with Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Wilkins & 
Associates.  Coccodrilli was recruited to BHG by Bill 
Schutte. 
 
“The interlocking of our two companies, Legacy Auctions 
and Better Homes and Gardens couldn’t be a better fit.  
Rich can work with owners whose homes are not selling 
giving them the ways and means to sell by auction, as well 
as selling the owners’ personal contents of those homes 
listed for sale where the belongings are not going with the 
owner.  It is another income and downsizing source for 
Sellers who list their homes with us.” said Schutte.  
 
“We are a nationally-recognized real estate company in 
Northeast PA with an in-house auction team.  No matter 
what type of assets or challenges a seller has, BHG has a 
solution.”  said Wilkins. 
 
The Wilkins Family and the Coccodrilli Family go back 
over 60 years.  Morris B. Wilkins, inventor of the ‘heart-
shaped tub’ and ‘champagne tower’ and father of Tom Wil-
kins, bought what is now known as Cove Haven honey-
moon resort from the Coccodrilli family.  Martha Coc-
codrilli, Rich’s grandmother was the chef at Cove Haven 
for close to 30 years.  
 
Said Thomas R. Wilkins, CEO, “The friendship that has 
been formed between Rich, Susan, Christine and I has 
become very strong on a personal and professional level.  
We’re obviously all in the real estate field and the compli-
ment between our businesses just simply grew us even 
closer.  To have the Coccodrilli name associated with the 
Wilkins name almost 60 years later is very special to both 
of us.” 
 
Coccodrilli will service the entire Northeast Pennsylvania 
area including Lake Ariel, Honesdale, Milford, and the 
ABE areas.  “I couldn’t be happier.  Better Homes and Gar-
dens Real Estate has the same intellectual and core phi-
losophy that I’ve always lived by; and the training is sim-
ply the best.” stated Coccodrilli. 
 
Coccodrilli is going through the various courses offered by 
BHG online, in-person and through the Greenhouse.  In 
addition, Coccodrilli is very well versed in business liqui-
dations and offers estate appraisals for personal property 
which he will do in conjunction with Thomas R. Wilkins 
who is a General Certified Appraiser. 
 
Coccodrilli currently resides in Effort with partner Susan 
Lang and their beagle Guinness.  When not ‘on the block’, 

NO. 10 

he enjoys spending time at his family farm in Lake Ariel, 
PA. 
 
 
Better Homes and Gardens Hires Three Realtors 
 
William “Bill” Schutte, Executive V.P. announced the hir-
ing of three persons to the Better Homes and Gardens Real 
Estate Wilkins & Associates Sales Team.  Hired were La-
trese Laporte, Realtor, Lisa Ambrose, Realtor, and Gus 
Harlacher, Realtor. 

 
Latrese Laporte will work from 
the BHG Business Campus.  A 
graduate of the Weichert Real 
Estate School in 2014, Laporte 
previously worked with Keller 
Williams Real Estate for 3 
years.  Said Laporte, “The 
hands-on training I’m getting 
at Better Homes and Gardens 
is absolutely terrific.  Bill and 
the rest of his team have really 
got their act together.” 
 
Laporte and her family of 5 
moved to the Poconos 8 years 
ago.  In a past career, Laporte 
was a financial analyst for 

Pfizer and Johnson & Johnson.  Laporte, upon moving to 
the Poconos, was employed with Sanofi as an Executive 
Assistant. 
 
Said Schutte, “What a pleasure it is to work with Latrese.  
She’s like a sponge, everything we review about marketing 
herself and planning her success, she doesn’t miss any-
thing.” 
 
Lisa Ambrose, who also will work from the BHG Business 
Campus, received her real estate license in March of 2017.  
“Lisa is Dario Belardi’s oldest daughter.  After knowing 
her dad for as many years as I did, I cannot begin to tell 
everyone how proud we are to have Lisa on our team.”, 
said Thomas R. Wilkins, CEO. 
 
A life-long resident of the Poconos, Ambrose was the 
owner/operator of Pocono Limousine Service; the Owner/
Operator of Mr. Deli and while growing up worked almost 
every positon at Caesars’ Pocono Resorts. 
 
“With Lisa’s knowledge of the area, her network of con-
tacts and her work ethic, I also predict a hugely successful 
career with our company.” said Bill Schutte. 
 
Lisa Ambrose will also work with Jennifer Lynn-Amantea, 
Associate Broker in the Mt. Pocono office.    Amantea, a 
top producer with the Wilkins organization, will use 
Ambrose as a Buyer and Seller rep. 
 
Gus Harlacher will work from our historic Milford office.  
Harlacher was born in the Bronx, NY, and grew up in Pike 
County.  He graduated from Delaware Valley High School 

Latrese Laporte 
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in 2004 and prior to starting his real estate career with 
BHG was an independent professional wrestler, a career 
Harlacher started in 2002.  In 2005, Harlacher then went 
on a tour of Alaska where he performed for USA troops at 
various military bases.  At the age of 19, Harlacher hit the 
“big lights” of the WWE as he took part in a match against 
former Olympian and ‘World’s Strongest Man’, Mark 
Henry on SMACKdown. 
 

Said Harlacher, “In 2007 when I 
returned to Milford, I received an 
overwhelming reaction as Mil-
ford’s ‘Hometown Hero”.  Said 
Schutte, “Gus has the support of 
his fiancé and both of their fami-
lies in his new real estate career 
and that’s very important.  I am 
proud to say that within six 
months Gus closed 3 transac-
tions.  This kid’s got a bright fu-
ture with us.” 
 
If you are interested in a Real 
Estate career, now’s the time to 
get started.  Said Wilkins, “I still 
firmly believe that we’re in a real 

estate cycle that within the next 36 months will take us to 
the same heights we saw in the 80’s.  The prices are start-
ing to go up, and certainly the volume is exploding every 
day.  Don’t miss out; if you’ve ever thought of a real estate 
career call, visit or click us today and learn more.” 
 
To contact Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Wilkins 
& Associates call or text Bill Schutte, Exec. V.P. at (570) 
903-3913 or email at wschutte@wilkins1.com . 
 
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Wilkins & Associ-
ates have four offices in the Poconos.  All offices are open 7 
days a week and you can visit them online at 
www.BHGWilkins.com  or "Like" their Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/BHGWilkins. 
 
 
In a groundbreaking ceremony September 10, 2017, 
Spruce Lake launched the construction of a new Youth 
Activity Center to grow their summer camp program into a 
year-round youth ministry hub. 
 
The groundbreaking opens up new vistas of opportunity 
for youth and young adults every month of the year — not 
just in summer — and is the first major investment in the 
youth campus physical plant in 20 years. 
 
"Putting these shovels into the ground today is the fulfill-
ment of a 40-plus-year dream and vision," said speaker 
Charles Ness, who served his 45th year as camp Fireside 
pastor in 2017. 
 
Spruce Lake's summer camp started in 1963 for the pur-
poses of evangelism and discipleship.  Over the years, 
thousands of campers ages 7 to 17 have heard the way of 
salvation through Jesus Christ explained and learned how 

to be disciples. Thousands also made first-time faith deci-
sions or recommitted their lives to being followers of Jesus. 
 
Statistics from Nazarene Church Growth Research indi-
cate that 83-85 percent of all decisions for Christ are made 
prior to age 14, plus 10 percent more by age 30. A similar 
report by International Bible Society shows that 83 per-
cent of all Christians make their faith commitments be-
tween ages 4 and 14. 

These numbers reflect what has taken place at Spruce 
Lake, and the new Youth Activity Center will enable the 
desire to impact even more youth from area churches and 
communities. Inside will be a gym with basketball and 
volleyball courts, indoor high ropes course and a climbing/
bouldering wall. It also includes a number of meeting 
rooms for groups, and a stage in the main gym space so it 
can double as an auditorium. The building is situated 
within the current summer camp area. 
 
Construction is expected to be completed by the start of 
the summer camping season next June, 2018. 
 
Spruce Lake is a Christian retreat center in the Pocono 
Mountains of northeast Pennsylvania, serving thousands 
of guests annually through Adult & Family Ministries, 
Outdoor Education, Wilderness Summer Camp and Day 
Camp. They serve groups of up to 500 in private rooms at 
the Retreat Center and at five mountainside lodges. 
 
For more information about Spruce Lake, visit 
www.sprucelake.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gus Harlacher 

Groundbreakers initiating the construction of Spruce Lake's Youth Activity 
Center are (L-R): Mark Swartley, Executive Director; Wendell Weaver, cur-
rent board chairman; Robert Nice, incoming board chairman; Charles Ness, 
pastor of Perkiomenville Mennonite Church; Joshua Reichart, Wilderness 
Summer Camp Director; Amy Carr, Day Camp Program Manager; Brian 
Espenshade, Day Camp Director; Daniel W. Schantz, board member 2001-
2008; Dave Trout, Director of Advancement. 



Frailey team members help raise awareness of can-
cer during Kinsley’s Grocer’s Fight Cancer Day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year the Kinsley Family donates a portion of the 
sales to the Monroe Unit of the American Cancer Soci-
ety.  Kinsley’s ShopRite and Frailey Insurance and Finan-
cial Services thank you for your support. 
 
 
 
Joel Raney and Jane Holstein will be the featured artists 
for the fifth annual Project One Step benefit concert to be 
held on Sunday, November 5th at 3:00 pm in the audito-
rium at Stroudsburg Area High School. The two com-
bine their huge keyboard talents in magnificent piano/
organ duets. Raney is also a noted composer of sacred cho-
ral music and his work will be performed by a combined 
choir representing all of Monroe County and the Pocono 
Community Orchestra. 

This event is designed to raise money, in partnership with 
Pocono Alliance, to meet real needs among our neighbors. 
It will support Bridges out of Poverty, a program that edu-
cates and motivates families to become self-sufficient and 
FILL a GLASS with HOPE, a project created by the Penn-
sylvania Dairymen’s Association and Feeding Pennsyl-
vania to provide low-cost fresh milk to our local food pan-

tries for distribution to their clients. 
General admission tickets for the concert are $15. See 
www.projectonestep.org for purchasing instructions. Each 
ticket ordered in advance will come with a free raffle entry 
to win a new Martin guitar valued at $2049. The winning 
ticket will be drawn at the concert.  
 
Contact Dave Bechtel at 570-476-4223 or e-mail 
info@projectonestep.org with questions. 
 
 
Third Thursday Lecture Series at Stroud Mansion 

 
The Monroe County His-
torical Association is 
pleased to announce a free 
program on the origins of 
heavily classified CIA mili-
tarization and covert Spe-
cial Forces operations in 
Laos during the Vietnam 
War.   
 
United States Air Force 
veteran, Captain Alan 
Price Young, will present 
“The Last Prop Fighter: 
130 combat missions in the 
A-1 Skyraider” as part of 
the Third Thursday Lec-

ture Series. Young flew 130 close air support (CAS) and 
Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR) missions in Laos, Viet-
nam, and Cambodia from May 1970 to May 1971. 
 
This program will be presented on Thursday, October 19, 
2017, at 7:00 p.m. at the Stroud Mansion, 900 Main Street, 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360. 
 
The Vietnam War. Long before GPS, night vision goggles, 
drones and SATCOMs. Before Iraq. Before Afghanistan. 
What really happened? How did today's counter-terrorism 
military, CIA, and special operations forces evolve? Some 
of these stories had only recently been declassified. Hear 
them from someone who was there - when the CIA funded 
and ran its first large-scale covert "blended" military op-
erations in Laos - and when elite U.S. Army/indigenous 
MACV SOG teams were inserted into Laos along the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail, very hostile areas controlled by the NVA. 
Captain Young and his fellow pilots supported these covert 
military ground operations. They also led life-saving recon 
team extraction missions and CSAR rescues in Laos and 
North Vietnam – all at a time when the President of the 
United States asserted that we had no American presence 
there.  Captain Young will stay until all questions have 
been answered about these events, as well any questions 
about the Raven FACs, Air America, Prairie Fire Emergen-
cies and the Son Tay Raid, a 1970 nighttime top-secret 
POW rescue attempt at a prison camp 23 miles from Ha-
noi. He strongly encourages you to watch the new Ken 
Burns PBS series, The Vietnam War, beforehand. 
 
The Third Thursday Lecture Series is free, but reserva-
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From l to r: Danica L. Overcash, Yvonne L. Reitemeyer, Carole’ Ann Bowyer 

Project One Step Benefit Concert 

USAF Veteran Alan Young 



tions are required due to limited space. Light refreshments 
will be served after the program. The presentation will be 
held on the 2nd floor of the Stroud Mansion, which is not 
handicap-accessible. For additional information or to make 
a reservation, please contact the Monroe County Historical 
Association office at (570) 421-7703 or email at 
info@monroehistorical.org. 
  
RE/MAX Property Specialists Hosted its 1st Annual 
Bowling Outing, on Sunday, September 10, 2017 at Sum-
mit Lanes in Pocono Summit.  Money that was raised by 
Jeff and Heather Rickert, owners of RE/MAX, matched the 
dollars raised, which benefitted the Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals. The winners were chosen by the best 
of three games. There were two winners by 1 pin, Frank 
Weiss 1st,  and Heather Rushatz 2nd. RE/MAX will be plan-
ning the 2nd Annual Bowling Outing sometime in the Fall 
of 2018, and the date and time TBD.   

RE/MAX Property Specialists Hosted its 1st Annual Foot-
golf  on Sunday June 11, 2017, at Stone Meadow Golf Club 
in White Haven, PA to benefit Children’s Miracle Network 

Hospitals. The event was based on 18 Holes. Money raised 
was to benefit Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals. 
There were three winners Doc Colyer 1st, Eric Carbone 2nd, 
and Tammi Rickert 3rd. RE/MAX will be planning the 2nd 
Annual Footgolf sometime in Spring of 2018 date and time 
TBD.   
 
 

Ribbon Cuttings  
 
Gryllidae Wireless-Cricket Authorized Retailer 

Threat Assessment Tactical Solutions (TATS) 
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Gryllidae Wireless-Cricket Authorized Retailer recently 
held a ribbon cutting to celebrate their grand opening. 
They are located at 1545 North Ninth Street in Strouds-
burg. For all of your wireless needs, please contact them at 
570.401.4271.  

Threat  Assessment Tactical Solutions held a ribbon cut-
ting to celebrate the opening of their new facility. They 
provide the most realistic firearms and defensive measures 
training. They are located at 103 Kraemer Avenue in 
Stroudsburg, and they can be reached at 484.998.8287. 
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100% of the ticket price is a tax deductible donation to the American 
Red Cross Disaster Relief for the victims of the recent Hurricanes and 
Earthquake due to the generosity of The Trapasso Family and Desaki . 
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11th ANNUAL BIZZY AWARDS 2017! 

The 11th Annual Bizzy Awards was held on Thursday, September 28, 2017 at Camelback Resort In Tannersville.  
Awards were given in 12 categories.  

When arriving at the 
Bizzy’s, everyone had 
a chance to walk the 
red carpet, and have 
their photo taken by 
Ken Schurman of VIP 
Studios, Inc.,  There 
was a fantastic array 
of food for the cocktail 
hour.  Afterwards, 
everyone was led into 
the ballroom, which 
was beautifully deco-
rated and the dinner 
music was provided 
by UUU.  To end a 
fantastic evening, 
there was a black and 
gold balloon drop.  

This year’s event was 
sponsored by Adams 

Outdoor Advertising, CreativeWorks, East Stroudsburg University, 93.5SBG, Pocono 96.7, Pocono Record, Riley 
and Company, and WebLeaps. 

A special thanks to Best Auto Service Center, Inc. for sponsoring tonight’s awards. We would also like to thank Ad-
ams Outdoor Advertising, Barley Creek Brewing Company, Blue Ridge Communications TV13, Camelback Resort, 
and Tuxedo Express in Stroudsburg for their support of the Bizzy Awards.   

Dr. Marcia Welsh, President of East Stroudsburg University,  presented the ESU Innovator of the Year Award to 
Blaise Delfino, Fader Plugs. 

The 2017 Bizzy Awards  were: Best Business Card Design-CFH Construction, Best Hospitality Business-
Mountain View Vineyard Winery & Distillery, Best Business Event of the Year-Great Wolf Lodge, Best 
Business Logo-East Stroudsburg University, Best Business Website-CreativeWorks, Best Emerging Business-
Phoenix Athletica, Best Business Marketing Campaign-Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau, Best Small 
Business-Nai’s Tea, Coffee & Collectibles, Best Medium-Large Business-Barley Creek Brewing Company, 
Best Support Staff Person-Terri Klee, Great Wolf Lodge, and Best Overall Business– St. Luke’s Hospital-
Monroe Campus. 

To find out more about the Bizzy Awards sponsorships, go to www.bizzyawards.com or call Pat Metzgar at 
570.421.4433.  We look forward to seeing you at the Bizzy’s in 2018!  

 

The 2017 Annual Bizzy Award Winners 
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Welcome New Members 
 

The following new members are not listed in the 2017-2018 Membership Directory & Buyer’s Guide.  
Please be sure to add this page to your copy of the Directory.  

CareGivers America 
Vanessa Barry 
2937 Route 611 Unit 4, P.O. Box 385 
Tannersville, PA  18372 
570.421.6600 
570.213.7966 
vbarry@caregiversamerica.com 
www.caregiversamerica.com 
HOME HEALTH 
 
 
Gryllidae Wireless-Cricket  
Authorized Retailer 
Debra Jacobs 
1545 North 9th Street - Suite 120 
Stroudsburg, PA  18360 
570.401.2071 
djacobs@tweatt.com 
WIRELESS 
 
 
National Parks Conservation  
Association 
Sharon J. Davis 
528 Seven Bridge Road - Suite 106 
East Stroudsburg, PA  18301 
570.460.4468 
sdavis@npca.org 
www.npca.org 
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 
 
 
Pocono Painting, Inc. 
David Gilliland 
107 Penn Street 
East Stroudsburg, PA  18301 
570.236.1837 
570.476.1353 
daveg@poconopainting.com 
www.poconopainting.com 
CONTRACTORS-PAINTING 



Business Card Exchange 
 
The Business Card Exchange was held on September 11th 
at  Camelback’s Trails End Pub & Grill. 

 
The next Business Card 
Exchange will be held on 
Monday, October 2nd at 
Grace Park Seniors Living 
Well. 
 
Sponsorships are avail-
able for future business 
card exchanges. For more 
information, please con-
tact the Chamber at 
570.421.4433. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Free Seminar Series - September 
 
The “Free Seminar Se-
ries for Chamber Mem-
bers Only” was held on 
September 14th at the 
Holiday Inn Express in 
Stroudsburg. The topic 
“Workers’ Compensa-
tion” was presented by 
Alexis Berg-Townsend, of 
Cohen Feeley Altemose 
Rambo. These seminars 
will be scheduled once a 
month, and will feature a 
different topic pertaining 
to business.  
 
For more information, or 
if you have a topic you 
would like to present, 
please contact the 
Chamber of Commerce 
at 570.421.4433.  

PAGE 13  IMPACT 

Women in Business  
The September Women in Business luncheon, sponsored 
by St. Luke’s Hospital, was held at Shawnee Inn & Golf 
Resort.  
 
The presenter was Marianne Chester of mEnterprise Solu-
tions, LLC whose presentation was entitled “Learn From 
Your Past, Plan For Your Future: Strategic Planning for 
Success” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The October luncheon will be held at Pocono Brewery 
Company The topic “Work Smarter, Not Harder With 
Google” will be presented by Ken Marlin of RTW and  will 
be sponsored by Lehigh Valley Hospital - Pocono. 

For more information on upcoming WIB lunches, to donate 
a door prize, or to sponsor a luncheon, please contact 
Miriam Conway at 570.421.4433.   
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Business Card Exchange at Trails End 
Pub & Grill at Camelback 

September  2017 Women in Business Luncheon at Shawnee Inn & Golf 
Resort 

Dr. Joseph Russo, of St. Luke’s 
Hospital - Sponsor 

Marianne Chester, mEnterprise 
Inc. LLC 

Topic Presenter 

Alexis Berg Townsend of Cohen Feeley 
Altemose Rambo 

LEADS WANTED!!!! 
If you are aware of a new or existing business in 
the Greater Pocono region that might be inter-

ested in learning more about the various benefits 
of chamber membership, please contact  

Patricia Metzgar at 570.421.4433 or email to 
pmetzgar@greaterpoconochamber.com. 



 

IMPACT 
Executive Committee 
George Roberts - Chairman of the Board 
Debi Cope  - First Vice Chairman 
R. Douglas Olmstead - Treasurer 
Tom Sforza-  Secretary 
John Holahan  - Past Chairman 

Staff 
Patricia Metzgar - Interim CEO 
Miriam Conway - Executive Assistant 
 

Board of Directors    

 
 
 
 

     

            
                 
                                         Visit us at www.greaterpoconochamber.com                                                 
 
 

Greater Pocono Chamber of Commerce 
556 Main Street 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360-2093 
Phone: (570) 421-4433 
Fax:     (570) 424-7281 
URL: http://www.greaterpoconochamber.com 
 
“The Voice of Business in the Poconos”  

IMPACT 

Madeline Anderson 
Michael Baxter 
Brandie Belanger 
Rich Berkowitz 
Vinny Bianchi 
William Blake 
Denise Cebular 
Bill Colavito 
Alex Grum 
Bob Hay 
Mike Katz 
Chris Kurtz 
Sal Lombardo 
Philip Pope 

Sarah Raley 
Alana Roberts  
Lisa Rohland 
Linda Salas-Mamary 
Don Seiple 
William Skinner 
Marc Troutman 
Dr. Marcia G. Welsh  
Theresa Yocum  
 


